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ADOPTION OF THE IONIC ALPHABET IN ATTICA

From the 8th C. down to the late 5th C. BCE Attica, like
all regions of ancient Greece, used its own local script.
The Attic script shows some letter-shapes that differ from
those of the Ionic script: A = gamma, } = lambda, $ = sig-
ma; the digraphs X$ and ®$ were used to render the con-
sonant clusters  (ks) and ¢ (ps), and the letter H was used
for the aspirate [h]. More importantly, the letters E and
O represented both short vowels, e.g. LEAE (= lége ‘say
(pres. impv. 25g.)"), DOPOS (= phdros ‘tribute’), and long
ones, not only the inherited long vowels [e:], e.g. STATEP
(= statér ‘weight, standard coin’), EQEKEN (= éthéken
‘put (aor. ind. 3sg.)’), and [2:], e.g. KOAON (= kodaon ‘bell’),
later spelled H (€) and Q (0) respectively, but also the sec-
ondary ones, the so-called spurious diphthongs [e:] and
[o:] later spelled ei and ou, e.g. ENAI (= einai ‘be (pres.
inf.)’), APXOS$I (= drkhousi ‘chief magistrate (dat. pl.)").
Individual Ionic letters are sporadically found in graffi-
ti and dipinti in Attic script written on Attic vases as early
as the 7th C. BCE, cf. two graffiti from Hymettos: Xypiot
At (= (in standard spelling and transcription) Sémi6i Di
‘to Zeus sign-giving’, Langdon 1976:13, no. 2) and [- -|d¢la
re(p)ouch[- -] (-deia herakle- ‘-deia to Heracles), or -deia
the (daughter) of Akle-) o.c,, no. 9), showing H for both
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FI1G. 40. Arkadia, Elis

Notes on letter-forms (E = Elis)
o4 1s used only in an informal script on clay counters (37).
€5, a shorthand form, occurs on counters (37), and on two inscriptions from Lousoi (35-36), all of

the sth c.
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APIMTIMMEANMNE®
BKEAIPPONMIONMIFA
MAKTITTANMKPATIO
MMIPONMTETPAKIM
EMMEMEAIOEIAO
MOMFHIOMTOKMEO
MAIO




APIMTIMMEANMNE®
AFINMOINMOPRIAEKEB
MAKTIITANMKPATIO
MIKAPTETMO®RIMM
EMMEMEAIOEIAO
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APIMTIMMEANMNE®
AdIMOIMOIRIATAS
MAKTITTANMKPATIO
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EAOXZENTEIBOAEIKAITOI
AEMOIHITTTTOOONTIZEMPYT
ANEYEMPOKLEZEAPAMMATE
YETIMIAZEMEZTATEAPIZT
IONEPXEOPAZYKAEEZEITE
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ONHOTIEYITOEIAOENAIOZK
AlIAIATKAIAEMOZIAITONA
OIKNOMENONKAINYNEKAIEN
TOINMPOZOENXPONOIKAIAN
AANAPADOZATOMPOXZENONKAI
EYEPAETENAOENAIONKAOA




XZENTEIBOAEI KAT TO I
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